
Niijii Films 

A Sea Change Screens on World Ocean Day 

3 continents join hands to raise awareness around ocean 
acidification 

05.11.2009 – BROOKLYN and BEACON, NY – The problem of ocean acidification is 

global. That's why Niijii Films and Beacon Institute for Rivers and Estuaries in New York 

are joining forces with organizations across the world to screen A Sea Change for World 

Ocean Day (WOD). 

 

A Sea Change is the first documentary on ocean acidification, the wet underbelly of climate 

change. Imagine a world without fish: if ocean chemistry continues to change because of 

excess carbon dioxide in the atmosphere, a bottom-up collapse of the sea food chain could 

result. The film combines the intimate story of Norwegian family whose life is bound up with 

the sea with an investigation into the science of ocean acidification. A Sea Change made 

its world premiere at the DC Environmental Film Festival in March, to a standing-room-only 

audience at the National Museum of Natural History. Additional screenings include the San 

Francisco and Seattle film festivals. 

 

WOD screenings of the film are taking place in Australia, Europe, North America, and the 

Hawaiian Islands. Linking the screenings will be a live webcast panel emanating from 

Beacon Institute’s new Center for Environmental Innovation and Education (CEIE) in 

Beacon, NY. 

 

Beacon Institute will screen A Sea Change at 1 pm EDT on Saturday, June 6, 2009. A live 

panel discussion with the filmmakers and other experts will take place at 3 pm EDT and 

stream live on the Internet. Attendees will ask panelists their questions live; Internet 

viewers also will be able to email their questions about the film and ocean acidification.  

 

Participating in the panel are the filmmakers of A Sea Change, Barbara Ettinger and Sven 

Huseby; Nobel prize-winning climate scientist and NOAA ocean acidification expert 

Richard Feely, Ph.D. of the University of Washington; and Hudson River environmental 

visionary John Cronin, Director and CEO of Beacon Institute for Rivers and Estuaries.  

 

For those who wish to attend the Beacon screening, admission is free; however, capacity 

is limited. Pre-registration is necessary; tickets can be reserved on a first-come, first-

served basis beginning on 5/18/09 on Beacon Institute’s website at www.bire.org. 
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What People Are Saying about A Sea Change 

Ann Hornaday of The Washington Post wrote: “The story of a retired educator who 

becomes interested in, and finally consumed by, the declining state of the world's oceans, 

the film [A Sea Change] brings a crucial and little-known issue to the attention of filmgoers. 

The movie, which takes the audience to some of the globe's most attractive locales, brings 

to surprisingly absorbing life the subject of ocean acidification. That's what happens when 

carbon dioxide -- released by cars and other fossil-fuel-burning culprits -- ends up in the 

sea, thereby fatally changing its chemistry. . . . A Sea Change ... looks terrific, with lots of 

breathtaking footage of the natural world, from the tiniest 

pteropod (the fluttery, planktonic sea snail that is most threatened by acidification) to the 

most majestic Norwegian scenery. And, at a time when plenty of documentaries want to 

be the "Inconvenient Truth" of fill-in-the-issue, A Sea Change brings a genuinely important 

subject to the fore with a welcome lack of jargon and preaching." 

 

Dr. Cat Dorey, Sustainable Seafood Advisor for Greenpeace International, wrote: “[A Sea 

Change] follows ex-history teacher, activist and grandfather Sven Huseby as he travels to 

visit various scientists to learn more about the impacts of ocean acidification and tries to 

find ways to explain the problem to his 5-year-old grandson, Elias. I completely fell in love 

with Sven and the extraordinarily bright Elias. The people in the film are very real and 

approachable and the ocean footage is stunning. Optimistic, with a whole section of 

solutions at the end. Broad appeal for all ages." 

 

About the Panelists 

 

Director Barbara Ettinger’s first film Martha and Ethel screened at the Sundance Film 

Festival and was distributed theatrically by Sony Pictures Classics. Her most recent film, 

Two Square Miles, was co-produced with her husband Sven Huseby through their 

company Niijii Films, and aired nationally on PBS's Independent Lens in November 2006 

and again in January 2007. Huseby is a retired independent school head who worked as a 

teacher and administrator at The Putney School for 30 years. 

 

Richard Feely, Ph.D. is a leading expert on ocean acidification and a co-recipient of the 

2007 Nobel Peace Prize, an honor he shared with Al Gore and other members of the 

IPCC. A senior scientist and faculty member at the University of Washington and with the 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) Pacific Marine Environmental 

Laboratory.  

 

Feely is responsible for development of chemical oceanographic research studies for 

several of NOAA’s national research programs, including the NOAA Global Carbon Cycel 

Research Program, the NOAA Climate Observation Program and the NOAA Ocean 

Acidification Program. In 2007 he was elected a Fellow of the American Geophysical Union 

(AGU), an honor bestowed on fewer than 0.1% of AGU members annually, and was 

recognized for his groundbreaking research and scientific leadership to quantify oceanic 

uptake of anthropogenic CO2 and the effect of ocean acidification. 
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John Cronin, Director and CEO of Beacon Institute for Rivers and Estuaries, is known 

internationally as an environmental leader and visionary. The Wall Street Journal has 

called him as “a unique presence on America’s major waterways,” a distinction affirmed by 

the breadth of this 35-year career dedication to public service, the environment and the 

Hudson River. As an advocate, lobbyist, legislative and congressional aide, commercial 

fisherman, author and filmmaker, Cronin tackled a wide range of frontline issues, such as 

Clean Water Act enforcement, disposal practices at 

Love Canal, fisheries management, and the New York City Watershed Agreement. For his 

accomplishments, Time magazine named him a “Hero for the Planet.”  

 

Under Cronin’s leadership, Beacon Institute has adopted technological innovation as a 

central mission. Its River and Estuary Observatory Network (REON) will monitor the 

Hudson “source to sea” through a network of sensors and robotics that provide real-time 

data to researchers, policy makers and educators. REON will be emulated on rivers and 

estuaries worldwide; collaborating institutions include IBM, Clarkson University, Rensselaer 

Polytechnic Institute and Columbia University.  

 

About the Beacon Institute 

Beacon Institute for Rivers and Estuaries, with offices in Beacon and Troy, New York, is a 

not-for-profit environmental research organization engaging scientists, engineers, 

educators and policy experts in collaborative work focusing on real-time monitoring of river 

ecosystems. It aims to make the Hudson Valley a global center for scientific and 

technological innovation that advances research, education and public policy regarding 

rivers and estuaries. www.bire.org 

 

About World Oceans Day 

The concept for World Oceans Day was proposed in 1992 by the Government of Canada 

at the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro and it had been unofficially celebrated every year 

since then. Official designation by the U.N. is a significant step in conserving and 

protecting our world's ocean. As of 2009, "World Oceans Day" has been officially declared 

by the United Nations as June 8th each year. The ocean has been used as a dumping 

ground by humanity for years. The assault from pollution, global warming, and now ocean 

acidification is creating a perfect storm, heralding possible destruction of life as we know it 

in the sea. 

 

World Ocean Day Screenings of A Sea Change 

 

Saturday, June 6 

 

USA: Olympia, WA: People for Puget Sound present SeaCinema!, a two-day festival of 

ocean films. A Sea Change screens at 6 pm, Capitol Theater. 

 

Beacon, NY: Beacon Institute for Rivers & Estuaries 

 

the Hawaiian Islands, Maui with Maui Ocean Center and Coral World International, and 
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Kauai, with Save Our Seas 

 

Reykjavík, Iceland: with the Icelandic Environment Association 

 

Spain: Madrid: Cosmo Caixa; Barcelona: Aquarium; Cineforum with Eco-Union; 

 

Valencia: Oceangràfic; Palma de Mallorca: Aquarium 

 

The Netherlands: Univ. of Delft screening 24-min. excerpt in Rotterdam 

 

Sydney, Australia 

 

Sunday, June 7 

USA: Salem, MA: Salem Sound Coastwatch presents A Sea Change, followed by a 

discussion and reception, 10 am at Cinema Salem. Call 978-741-7909 for more info. 

 

Monday, June 8 

USA: Washington, DC: Screening an excerpt of the film plus testimony by co-producer 

Sven Huseby to kick-off Capital Hill Oceans Week (CHOW) 

 

Silver Spring, MD: Screening on the NOAA campus for staff 

 

Spain: Málaga, with IUCN Mediterranean and the Town Hall of Málaga 

 

France: Biarritz, with Surfrider Foundation Europe 

 

Visit the Sea Change website to find contact information for participating organizations: 

www.aseachange.net. 

 

For more information or to set up a screening of your own email angela at aseachange dot 

net. Or call +1 718 407 0670.  

 

# # # 

Resource Links  

Justin Berton reviews A Sea Change in San Francisco Chronicle 
(http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?
f=/c/a/2009/04/17/PKMS16VVCP.DTL&type=movies)  
More information about World Ocean Day events around the world 
(http://www.theoceanproject.org/wod/wod.php)  
Ann Hornaday reviews A Sea Change in Washington Post 
(http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/11/AR2009031103907.html)  
Sustainablog reviews A Sea Change (http://sustainablog.org/2009/04/28/sea-change-
screens-at-52nd-san-francisco-international-film-festival/)  

More Niijii Films News  

Seattle Film Fest Offers NW Premiere of A Sea Change 

Page 4 of 6A Sea Change Screens on World Ocean Day - Niijii Films - pitchengine.com

5/12/2009http://www.pitchengine.com/niijiifilms/a-sea-change-screens-on-world-ocean-day/10949/



(http://www.pitchengine.com/niijiifilms/seattle-film-fest-offers-nw-premiere-of-a-sea-
change/11062/)  
Climate change & ocean film DC premiere March 14: A Sea Change 
(http://www.pitchengine.com/niijiifilms/climate-change--ocean-film-dc-premiere-march-14-a-
sea-change/5384/)  

Sven & Elias at the Monterey Aquarium. 
Photo: Daniel de la Calle for Niijii Films

Sven rows on the Norwegian sea. Photo: 
Daniel de la Calle for Niijii Films.

The Norwegian sea. Photo: Daniel de la 
Calle for Niijii Films.
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About & Contact 

Niijii Films 

We are an independent production company focused on social documentaries. Our current 

project is "A Sea Change," the first feature-length documentary on ocean acidification. We 

also produced Two Square Miles, a documentary about the conflicts that unfold as a 

proposed multinational coal-fired cement plant threatens to reshape the small community 

on the banks of the Hudson River.  

Contacting Niijii Films 

Niijii Films  

62 Bingham Mills Road 

Germantown, NY 12562 

866-699-9743  

Website (http://aseachange.net/)  

Facebook (http://www.facebook.com/group.php?

gid=24335660013)  

Twitter (http://twitter.com/aseachange)  

LinkedIn (http://www.linkedin.com/groups?

gid=1825429&trk=hb_side_g)  

Press Contact  

Adam J. Segal  

Office: 202-756-2252  

Cell: 202-422-4673  

Email (mailto:adam@the2050group.com)  

LinkedIn (http://www.linkedin.com/in/adamjsegal)  

Twitter (https://twitter.com/AdamSegal)  

Interview Request  

Adam J. Segal  

Office: 202-756-2252  

Cell: 202-422-4673  

Email (mailto:adam@the2050group.com)  

Product Sample Request  

Ben Kalina  

Office: 215-238 9334  

Cell: 914-489-7171  

Email (mailto:ben@aseachange.net)  
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