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Convoys of military vehicles brought food, water and medicine to 

the tsunami-stricken Samoas on Thursday as the death toll rose to 

160 and victims wandered through what was left of their villages 

with tales of being trapped underwater and watching young 

children drown. 

Samoan government minister, Fiana Naomi, asked around 400 

grieving relatives for permission to hold a mass funeral next 

Tuesday. The grim-faced Samoans, gathered under the shade of a 

traditional wall-less meetinghouse just 100 yards from the ocean 

amid coconut trees and government offices, were largely silent. 

Samoans traditionally take their loved ones and bury them near 

their homes, but that could be impracticable because many of their 

villages have been wiped out by early Tuesday's earthquake and 

tsunami. 

Naomi told them the burial would take place in a new cemetery in 

the city and that the government would also provide free coffins for 

the 103 bodies currently held in the city morgue. She said the other 

bodies had already been buried due to the advanced stage of 

decomposition, but did not say how many. 

The reaction to the proposal was mixed, with some relatives 

wanting to take the bodies and have their own burials, while others 

wanted a mass funeral delayed for a week to allow children and 

grandchildren to return to the islands from 

overseas. 

A total of 160 people are now confirmed dead, 

including 120 in Samoa, 31 in American Samoa 

and nine in Tonga. Hundreds of police and others 

resumed what Samoan police commander Lilo 

Maiava called "a painstaking search" for bodies 

that could continue another three weeks. 

The governments of the United States, Australia 

and New Zealand sent in supplies and troops, 

including a U.S. Navy frigate carrying two 

helicopters that will be used in search-and-rescue 

efforts. 

Lt. Col. Charles Anthony said the Hawaii Air 

National Guard and U.S. Air Force flew three 

cargo planes to American Samoa that carried 100 

Navy and Army guard personnel and reservists. 

Al Palmer returned to his home in American 

Samoa and saw nothing but rubble following 

Tuesday's 8.0-magnitude earthquake and 

tsunami. The tsunami swept his wife out of their 

home and sent her several hundred feet inland. 

She survived by grabbing ahold of a pole and is 

now in the hospital being treated for injured 

fingers. 

"It is unbelievable to think this was our home, and 

this is all that's left," he said. 

In nearby homes, a refrigerator sat on its side on 

the top of a sink. In a living room, mud caked a 

newly-tiled floor. A bus sat parked on the front 
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An employee of the American Samoa Power Authority walks 

along a street covered in debris on the west side of America 

Samoa following a tsunami Wednesday Sept. 30, 2009. 

Police searched a ghastly landscape of mud-swept streets, 

pulverized homes and bodies scattered in a swamp 

Wednesday as dazed survivors emerged from the muck of 

an earthquake and tsunami.  
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A home stands missing it's first floor amid debris in Leone, 

American Samoa Wednesday Sept. 30, 2009 after a tsunami 

struck Tuesday morning. Police searched a ghastly 

landscape of mud-swept streets, pulverized homes and 

bodies scattered in a swamp Wednesday as dazed survivors 

emerged from the muck of an earthquake and tsunami.  
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An injured man walks through the destruction of a village 

outside Apia in Samoa Wednesday Sept. 30, 2009. A 

powerful quake in the South Pacific hurled massive tsunami 

waves at the shores of Samoa, American Samoa and Tonga 

flattening villages and sweeping cars and people back out to 

sea while leaving more than 100 dead and dozens missing.  

"Lest We Forget" is painted on a tsunami-damaged car in a 

destroyed village outside Apia in Samoa on Wednesday 

Sept. 30 2009. A powerful quake in the South Pacific hurled 

massive tsunami waves at the shores of Samoa, American 

Samoa and Tonga flattening villages and sweeping cars and 

people back out to sea while leaving more than 100 dead 

and dozens missing.  
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Locals stand on a damaged road in a destroyed village 

outside Apia in Samoa on Wednesday Sept. 30, 2009. A 

powerful quake in the South Pacific hurled massive tsunami 

waves at the shores of Samoa, American Samoa and Tonga 

flattening villages and sweeping cars and people back out to 

sea while leaving more than 100 dead and dozens missing. 
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A man searches through the rubble of a destroyed village 

outside Apia in Samoa on Wednesday Sept. 30, 2009. A 

powerful quake in the South Pacific hurled massive tsunami 

waves at the shores of Samoa, American Samoa and Tonga 

flattening villages and sweeping cars and people back out to 

sea while leaving more than 100 dead and dozens missing.  

Enlarge Associated Press

A man searches through the rubble of a destroyed village 

outside Apia in Samoa on Wednesday Sept. 30, 2009. A 

powerful quake in the South Pacific hurled massive tsunami 

waves at the shores of Samoa, American Samoa and Tonga 

flattening villages and sweeping cars and people back out to 

sea while leaving more than 100 dead and dozens missing.  

Enlarge Associated Press

A young villagers bath amongst theTsunami devastation on 

the South East coast villages of Samoa on Wednesday Sept. 

30, 2009. A powerful quake in the South Pacific hurled 

massive tsunami waves at the shores of Samoa, American 

Samoa and Tonga flattening villages and sweeping cars and 

people back out to sea while leaving more than 100 dead 

and dozens missing. 

Associated Press

Tsunami damage outside Apia in Samoa Wednesday Sept. 

30 2009. A powerful quake in the South Pacific hurled 

massive tsunami waves at the shores of Samoa, American 

Samoa and Tonga flattening villages and sweeping cars and 

people back out to sea while leaving more than 100 dead 

and dozens missing.  
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